
Sheep’s Gate Class 
When: 9:00 AM- Sundays 

Where: Pastor’s Conference Room 
 

This class begins by attending the main worship service for greeting, music 
and giving/announcement time.  We believe it is important that students get to be 
a part of the Body and have a chance to hear about what is going on, worship God, 
and meet people.  Then the students  move up to their classroom where 
intentional, object-lesson teaching happens.  The goal of the class is to help the 
students develop a thriving relationship with Christ by first focusing on Jesus and 
His Gospel message and then on the disciplines of faith.  The primary disciplines 
focused on are Bible study and memorization, prayer, worship and fellowship. 

Some people have wondered where the name “Sheep’s Gate” came from.  A 
2011 article was published online by John Davies that provides a good summary of 
what we were thinking when we started this class back in 2009.  Davies’ piece was 
entitled “John 10 – At the Sheep Gate – Saved from Sacrifice” 
(http://www.johndavies.org/sermons/nm_11_05_15.html).  He wrote, 

“And you might have heard the story of the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem, which 
was built by Eliashib the high priest and his brothers during the 
reconstruction of Jerusalem described in the book of Nehemiah. It was the 
first gate that they built, and it was designed for animals to be brought 
through it from the countryside for sacrifice. 'Once inside the city and within 
the temple courts, there was only one door where the sheep went in, and no 
lamb ever came back out after entering the temple. They traveled in only 
one direction, and there they were sacrificed for the sin of men and 
women'….The Sheep Gate was also the place where those people who society 
didn't want, were abandoned to. They put the incurable, the paralyzed and 
the lame at the pool near the Sheep Gate - right on the edge of the city, 
where only the country folk herding livestock passed by, out of sight of the 
respectable citizens at the heart of the city going about their daily business 
unhindered. The Sheep Gate was the place of no return for the abandoned 
people of Jerusalem.  Yes, here comes Jesus, saying 'I am the gate for the 
sheep. ... Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out 
and find pasture'. And so for the sheep of Jesus' parable the Sheep Gate was 
no longer a one-way passage to slaughter, a place of no return. Jesus the 
open gate, the generous gate, the loving gate, permitted them freedom to 
roam, to come and go at will, to find the pasture which pleased them. No 
longer confined by a system which abandoned them to death and 
destruction, which corralled them into a dangerous place at the mercy of 
thieves, rustlers, all those who would harm them, Jesus opens the gate to 



the vulnerable, releases them from the bondage of a system of sacrifice, and 
makes that same abundance of life available to all.” 

Our Sheep’s Gate class is a place where anyone could come and learn about 
Jesus and about the abundant life He offers.  It is a place where all are valued and 
thus taught and sent out to live an abundant life. 


